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Introduction to Galactic Alienology is a collaborative
project by artist Carson Ellis and her son, Hank Meloy.
The work was produced through a process of
having Hank describe a set of imagined space aliens
and Carson then illustrating them. This catalog was
created as an accompaniment to an exhibition of
that work at King School Museum of Contemporary
Art (KSMoCA). The exhibit at KSMoCA included
the original illustrations created by Carson and Hank,
as well as drawings and texts from a workshop with
MLK Jr. students led by Carson and assisted by
Portland State University students. As part of the
workshop Ms. Johnson’s 5th Grade class and Ms.
Kahn’s 2nd/3rd blend class re-enacted Carson and
Hank’s description/drawing collaborative process
to produce their own set of imagined alien illustrations.
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Hank
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Ca rs on 	
Okay, Hank. How do you
pronounce this?
Hank
(growling) THE PIKEN.

The
Piken

Whoa. The Piken?
No it’s (growling) THE PIKEN.
Okay, (growling) THE PIKEN. It says here that his name is
The Piken and he’s native to Venus. Can you talk a little about
what he looks like?
 e has a horn on his head, two clawed hands, teeth as
H
sharp as knives, and feet that dig into the ground.
Wait, teeth as sharp as knives and feet That dig into the ground.
So, two feet and two legs? What’s on his head?
A crest.
That’s a crest?
Yeah.
Oh, that’s interesting. What’s on the end of it? I think of a
crest as being kind of a flat shape. That looks like more of an
antenna or something.

At the end of their life they jump into a volcano to light that fuse
and then they explode??
They’re like walking bomb people
Wow. I thought that they might be a little more cheerful because
they look so cute.
From: Text
From:
Venus
here
Eats: Text
Eats:
Rocks
here
Color: Text
Color:
Mystery
here
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No, they’re walking bomb people.
Okay, can you tell me a little bit about what they eat, where they
live, anything else important?
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HANK & CARSON

I t’s a fuse. At the end of their life, Pikens
jump into a volcano to light their fuse and then
they explode

They eat rocks.
They eat rocks. Anything else?
They live in the mountains of Venus.
They live in the mountains of Venus. Okay. I guess that’s good
enough. So: the Piken, from the mountains of Venus. He eats rocks.
Don’t tell me about the last part.
He has knife-like teeth Don’t tell me about the last part
Two feet with claws reaching down into the ground About Piken customs.
And I won’t tell you the last part about Piken customs but it has to
do with fuses and volcanos.
Yeah.
Can I just repeat it anyway?
No na nee, no, no, no, naw, naw, no!
Why? You’re the one who told me about it.
Let’s pretend I didn’t tell you.

Mmmm hmm.
Okay. The Piken.

The Piken
9 × 11 inches
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HANK & CARSON

Okay I’ll pretend you haven’t told me. Is that all I need to know?

Hank
He’s supposed to look scary.
Ca rs on
Yeah, what’s his name again?

The
Tarvon

The Tarvon?

(Growling) THE TARVON.
No, it’s (whisper growling) THE TARVON.

You have to say it like that?
Yeah.
So tell me, what do they look like?
 ou can just say, “What does the Tarvon look like?”
Y
Not (whipser growling): “WHAT DOES THE TARVON
LOOK LIKE?”
Oh, thanks. So I don’t have to say it in that crazy voice?
It just makes it sound scarier.
Is it better if it sounds scarier?
No, worse.
Worse? Okay well then -

Oh, well, why don’t you tell me what he looks like?
It’s gigantic.
What? Even though it says here that he’s a tiny predator?
That’s just a suggestion. He can change sizes.
Okay. Well, since I have this small piece of paper I’m going to draw
him in his tiny manifestation.
Then do him very tiny. Like, microscopic.
From: Europa
Eats: Mystery
Color: Blue
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Okay, where’s he from?
Europa?

15

HANK & CARSON

VOR MARTIAN

I t just makes it sound worse, and it makes me feel
worse.

Europa. What else can you tell me about him?

Only the Tarvon is misunderstood. Why is he misunderstood?

He’s a Repto-Mammal.

You know why.

A Repto-Mammal. What does that mean?

I don’t know why.

I t means what you think it means! It’s a reptile
and a mammal.
Hmm, that is what I thought it meant. So, how should I draw him?
What does he look like?
Well, look at this.

Why do people think he’s scary?
Because look!
What does he look like?

At the sketch?

Look at this! Look at the sketch!

Yeah.

All right, tell me about the sketch. How many arms does he have?

Okay so he’s kinda like -

Six.

A monster.

And how many eyes does he have?

Triangular shaped?

Five.

He’s a Monster.

And what kind of mouth does he have?

He’s a monster. He has kind of a lot of teeth, huh?

A monstrous one.

 eah, he’s looks very scary but he’s actually
Y
misunderstood. He’s a tiny predator.
Hmm. He’s actually misunderstood?

A monstrous mouth. And I can’t tell from the sketch that we made:
what are his eyes like?
They’re pupil-less and red as blood.

Yeah, some of these aliens are misunderstood.
They are?
Yeah, not many of them are.

Pupil-less and red as blood? Yeah, maybe you would think that
he’s a scary alien if you ran into him. But you’re telling me he’s not
actually scary? He’s actually nice?
Scaly? Look! He is scaly.

Not many of them are?
Most of them are just plain evil, like the Vor Martian.
But some of them look evil but they’re actually misunderstood?
The Tarvon is the only one.
What’s so interesting to you about misunderstood aliens?
Only the Tarvon is misunderstood.

16

You’re right – he’s scaly. But he’s not actually scary.
He’s misunderstood?
Yeah.
Okay, so if I met him he would be nice? Not mean?
Yeah.
That’s good to know. Tell me about his feet. Those are funny feet.
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HANK & CARSON

THE TARVON

People think he’s scary but he’s actually nice.

They’re built for swimming.
Oh! Built for swimming because he is a repto-mammal so he’s
an aquatic creature?
Yeah.
And where does he live?
Europa!
Where on Europa?
The polar regions.
The polar regions of Europa.
 he pointy head helps him dig through ice in the polar
T
regions where all the water is basically one gigantic
icicle going all the way to the core.
All the way to the core of the planet?
Yeah.
Where is Europa?
It’s a moon of Jupiter!
Oh okay. That makes sense that it would be pretty cold since it’s
far away from the sun, huh? And what about his chest? His belly
has got those scales on it and he appears to be blue?

Aww, is he shy?
The Tarvon
9 × 11 inches

Yeah, and misunderstood.
I can think of a lot of animals that are sort of like that. Like a
snake: everybody’s so afraid of a snake but actually a snake would
probably slither away if it saw you.
Same with a bear.
Same with a bear.
Same with a great white shark.

18
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 eah, he’s blue, probably because he’s scared. If
Y
you saw him he would probably swim away because
he’s misunderstood.

A great white shark might eat you. They’re actually not very
misunderstood, I think they’re kind of crazy predators
Crazy?! They aren’t really crazy.
You don’t think they’re crazy? I might be wrong. Do great white
sharks sometimes mistake surfers for seals?
YEAH!
All right so maybe they are misunderstood. Maybe I misunderstand
the great white shark.
 aybe. Maybe you misunderstood because you’re
M
YELLING at me.
What? You’re actually yelling at me. I’m not yelling at you. Is there
anything else you want to tell me?
Just that. Just that.
Okay so I’m going to write “The Tarvon” and then underneath
I’m going to write
He’s misunderstood.
“The Tarvon is a tiny predator from Europa.”
And he’s misunderstood.
“A repto-mammal, he is misunderstood.”

THE TARVON

HANK & CARSON
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Ca rs on
Okay, tell me about this alien, the Crawler.
Hank
I don’t know anything about it. My mind is going to be
too blank.

The
Crawler

It is?
I’m tired.
You’re tired? We made this sketch of him a little while ago. What
does he look like? All you have to do is give me a few more details
and I can do a painting of him.
I can’t do this. It’s too hard. Skip this one.
Well, I have the sketch for it. It says “The Crawler comes from
Uvica.” Is that how you pronounce that?
Yeah.
A second moon of Pluto. A jungle world between Neptune and Pluto.
You can use that.
Okay, and it says that Uvica doesn’t have much advanced life?
You can use that.
That’s all you want to tell me about it.

Okay. What’s wrong?
Where’s the iPad?
We aren’t going to do the iPad till we have done our homework.
But this was our home work.
No, this is something different. This is our art project. Now we have
to do our homework. Plus you didn’t really do this, did you?
I was too tired to do it.
From: Uvica
Eats: Mystery
Color: Mystery
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You were. Well, we’ll be done with the Crawler then.
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HANK & CARSON

VOR MARTIAN

Yeah.

The Crawler
17 × 21 inches

Ca rs on
Hank, can you tell me a little about the Zooka?
Hank
You already know. He has five eyes. All of them are
male and they live on Sagittarius 9, the planet from
“Tess on an Alien Planet”.

The
Zooka

Okay. Can you tell me a little more about what they look like?
We know that they have five eyes.
They have a blobby body with an oval head.
What’s the surface of their body like? Is it furry? Is it scaly?
It’s furry.
Any particular color or anything?
Red.
Red and furry. I have a question: if they are all male how do
they mate?
They just create babies at a certain time.
So they make the babies themselves? Is there a biological word
for those kind of creatures?
Incubation.
Incubation.

VOR MARTIAN

Is that really what they are called?
Yeah!
Can you tell me a little about their habitat?
They live in the vast jungles of Sagittarius 9.
Okay, good to know. So they’re jungle creatures, have five eyes,
blobby bodies covered in red fur, self incubating. Anything else
I need to know?
From: Sagittarius 9
Eats: Mystery
Color: Red
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The Zooka is the apex predator.
What does that mean?

27

HANK & CARSON

Self incubators.

He’s just the predator, not the prey of anything.
Like, the top of the food chain? Who is the apex predator of
planet earth?
Humans.
I can think of things that would eat a human.
 igers and Sharks and stuff don’t really eat humans.
T
It’s only stories.
Is there anything that I should know about the temperament of the
Zooka, its general personality?
They’re a warlike race.
So how would you describe their temperment?
Terrible.
Good to know. So I should watch out for Zookas?
They don’t really come to earth.
Should I worry if they do come here?
 he UFO that crash-landed in Roswell might have
T
belonged to the Zookas.
I didn’t know that there was a UFO that crash-landed
in Roswell. Is that what area 51 is all about? What makes you think
that it might have belonged to the Zookas?

What does a Zooka aircraft look like?
A massive, triangular, hovering battle cruiser.
And that’s what the spaceship that crash-landed in Roswell
looks like?
Yeah. That. Power of suggestion.

The Zooka
17 × 21 inches
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HANK & CARSON

Because it looked like a Zooka aircraft.

Ca rs on
You mentioned that your favorite alien is the Martian Ice Driller.
What can you tell me about him?
Hank
He’s awesome. He has tiny drills for feet and hands.

Martian
Ice Driller

What does his body look like? What shape is it?
Rectangular.
What is his face like?
It only has red eyes.
What shape is it?
Rectangular.
I’m having a hard time visualizing it. What other prominent
features does he have? Does he walk erect like a human or…
Erect, he does.
Rectangular head, rectangular body…
He’s like a walking tower!
Really tall like that? What is the surface of his body like? Is it furry?
Is it scaly? Is it smooth? Metallic? Stone?
Stone. He’s made of stone.

VOR MARTIAN

Mars.
Any particular region of Mars?
(whispering): The ice caps.
What do you want me to write underneath “Martian Ice Driller”?
“Native to Mars.”
Anything else?
From: Mars
Eats: Mystery
Color: Gray
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(whispering): Just that.
He seems a little lacking. Is this what you were imagining?
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HANK & CARSON

You mentioned earlier that he eats ice. Where does he come from?

(whispering): A walking cardboard box.
“Martian Ice Driller, Native to Mars”. What color is he?
Blue. No, gray because he is made of rocks.
Any more facial features?
No, just that.
Just red eyes. Why are you so into red eyes?
Because it’s more evil.
Why are you so into evilness?
Because bad guys are misunderstood.
Are all the aliens we’re documenting misunderstood?
Yeah.
Are you trying to make the public aware of their plight?

THE MARTIAN ICEDRILLER

Yeah! Of course.

The Martian Ice Driller
13 × 17 inches
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Ca rs on
Hank, what is the name of this microscopic alien?
Hank
The B.

The B

The Bee? You spell it like No, it’s just the letter B.
The letter B. Okay.
 ank: And, it’s so, so small. It’s a circle. No eyes, no
H
arms - just a circle.
Just a circle.
A tiny circle.
A tiny circle. What color is the tiny circle?
White.
White. And what sort of markings does the circle have on it?
It doesn’t have any markings. It’s just a circle.
Ok, where does the B live?
Mars.
What part of Mars? What is its habitat?

VOR MARTIAN

Is there anything else you can let me know about it? What does
the B eat?
It doesn’t eat anything.
Well, it has to eat something, doesn’t it?
It’s ice.
It’s ice?
From: Mars
Eats: Nothing
Color: White
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Yes.
So does that mean it’s not an alien? Seems like -
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HANK & CARSON

 he ice caps. It’s the favorite food of Martian
T
ice drillers.

It’s not, it’s ice.
It’s just a piece of ice?
Yeah.
Okay, now tell me about an alien that’s microscopic.
I already told you one that’s microscopic.
That’s not an alien. It’s ice. That’s different.
You can draw some tentacles and a face.
So it does have some tentacles and a face?
Yeah.
Okay, what kind of tentacles? How many? Where are they
coming out of?
The circle?
Mmmm hmm.
The center of the circle.
And what does the face look like?
A bear’s face.
In what sense?

Two eyes and some teeth. Does it have a snout like a bear?

The B
6 × 8 inches

Yeah.
Kind of like this?
Yeah.
And what color is it?
Red, red.
It’s red. Is this still the B that we drawing? Or this is a
different creature?

36
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It has two eyes and some teeth.

It’s still the B.
I thought you said that the B was white and it had no features.
The B does have features.
And what should it say underneath the B?
Nothing.
It doesn’t need a caption? Can I say it’s microscopic?
No, just white nothing.
I want to say it’s microscopic.
Okay, say that.
Ok, so a tiny red circle with a bear like face and tentacles
coming out of it, that is microscopic and lives on Mars. Is this
still the primary food source for Martian ice drillers?
Yes.
Ok.

THE B

HANK & CARSON
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Ca rs on
Okay, tell me a little bit about the Sea Terror.
Hank
They’re the prime predator of the oceans of Europa.
A whale-like, seven-headed water creature.

The Sea
Terror

Okay, the Sea Terror. He’s from the oceans of Europa
Yeah, Europa.
Where’s Europa?
It’s an ice planet orbitting Jupiter.
Is it a moon?
Yeah
What does the Sea Terror look like?
A seven-headed hydra.
A seven-headed hydra. And he swims obviously?
Yeah.
Does he have fins or anything?
Hank: He uses his tail.
He’s sort of like a Sea Monster I bet, huh? What does he eat?
You said he’s the prime predator?

Everything that crosses his path? What color is he?
Blue.
Blue. And he lives under the ocean.
He’s camouflage.
Oh, that’s smart. So people can’t see him in the blue of the water.
Okay. Seven heads.. what’s his tail look like?
From: Europa
Eats: Everything
Color: Blue

An arrow.
There’s an arrowhead at the end?
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HANK & CARSON

Everything.

Yeah.
Any other distinguishing features I should know about?
Just that.
Anything else you want to tell me about the Sea Terror?
No, just that.
Okay, thank you
Can I do my thing now?

THE SEA TERROR

Yeah, you can do your thing now.

The Sea Terror
21 × 29 inches
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Ca rs on
Okay, Hank, what can you tell me about the Venusian Hive Terror?
I see that he is the prime predator of…
Ha nk
That’s all you need to know.

Title
The
Venusian
Hive
Terror

…most of the caverns of Venus. He changes color to
attract mates?
That’s all you need to know.
That’s all I need to know? You don’t need to tell me anything
about, like, how he looks or what he eats or where he lives? There is
nothing I need to know about him?
Nothing.
All right. Got it.

VOR MARTIAN

HANK & CARSON

From:
From: Text
Venus
here
Eats:
Eats: Text
Uncertain
here
Color:
Color: Text
Changes
here Color
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The Venusian Hive Terror
21 × 29 inches

Ca rs on
Hank Meloy, noted alienologist of the 21st century: I have one more
piece of paper. What should we draw on it?
Hank
The Cybar.

The
Title
Cybar

The Cybar. What does the Cybar look like?

A robot square body with a giant eye on his head.
A giant eye on his head. Did you say a robot square body?
Okay a giant eye for a head a square body.
Yeah,
Arms or legs?
Both.
What do they look like?
Human Feet.
Did you say human feet?
Yeah.
On human Legs?
 eah. It is almost like a person with one giant eye
Y
wearing a robotic outfit.

VOR MARTIAN

You know: dials and bolts and things.
Buttons?
Bolts.
Bolts and what else? Are you done telling me about the cybar?
From:
From: Text
Pluto
here
Eats:
Eats: Text
Mystery
here
Color:
Color: Text
White
here
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I am done.
Do you want to tell me anything else about him?
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HANK & CARSON

So he has normal arms and hands too? He looks kind of like the
Darwibada - the last one I drew. Do you remember him? He had a
humanoid body and one eye with spikes coming out of it but this
guy is different because he has a robotic abdomen. What kind of
things would be on the square?

It comes from Venus.
Any more details I should know? Or any specific colors I should use?
No, he is colored white.
White? The whole thing?
Yeah.
Okay.
It is for camouflage because it lives on Pluto.
I thought you just said it comes from Venus. Okay.
Is Pluto a planet?
Yeah.
It is?
Yeah.
Is Pluto a white place?
Yeah, because of snow.
Does he need anything to keep him warm in that cold environment?
No, he is cold resistant.

THE CYBAR

Like a robot.
Yeah.
The Cybar
21 × 21 inches
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Ca rs on
Hank? Can you tell me a little bit about the Hooded Figure?
Hank
It’s creepy. It has no name. It’s only called that. No
one knows him. That’s the only thing people know
about him.

The
Title
Hooded
Figure

That sounds very mysterious. What size is the hooded figure? Like
- human size, or bigger, or smaller?
Hank: It can take different forms.
Okay. Anything else? Any physical features that the Hooded Figure
has other than a black hood?
Hank: Just that.
Just that.
Yeah, just that.
What about Red eyes
Oh okay, the hooded figure has red eyes. That’s all anybody knows
about him. Where does he come from?
Nobody knows.
Nobody knows. Very mysterious.

VOR MARTIAN

Of the infernal regions?
Yeah.
That sounds amazing! All right, tomorrow: the Hooded Figure.

From: Text
Infernal
hereRegions
Eats: Text
Mystery
here
Color: Text
Black
here
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HANK & CARSON

The deepest, darkest parts of the infernal regions.

HANK & CARSON

The Hooded Figure
17 × 21 inches
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Carson
Okay, a Vor Martian. What do they look like?
Hank
Lamprey-like creatures with tentacles and red eyes.

The Vor
Title
Martian

Wait, what-like creatures?
Lamprey-like creatures with tentacles and red eyes.
I didn’t hear you again.
Lamprey-like creatures with tentacles and red eyes.
Rey? Lam-rey? Lamp-rey?
Yes.
What is a lamprey?
A blood sucking eel-like creature.
Lamprey, okay. So it is eel-like?
Yeah.
But it also has tentacles.
Yeah and red eyes.

The head.
The head?
And the mouth is on the bottom.
The mouth is on the bottom, like an eel?
 eah the whole head is one side. The whole head
Y
except its bottom is one giant red eye.
Holy cow, okay.
From: Text
Infernal
here
Regions
Eats: Text
Mystery
here
Color: Text
Red here
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Yeah. Make it scary.
Okay, You are so into red eyes. So this part can be red and then -
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HANK & CARSON

VOR MARTIAN

And red eyes. Because I think of an eel as having no arms or legs,
but it has all these tentacles. What part of the body are they
coming out of, the tentacles?

Make stuff scarier

Red.

I am working on making it scary. He has teeth like a lamprey eel?
Yeah. Large teeth
Large teeth. These teeth are probably not large enough for you huh?
Massive teeth and as sharp as knives.

 ncient Atlantian legends say it is some kind of battle
A
demon. A creature of war and death.
Whoa. That’s intense Does he have any weapons or anything?
 is tentacles have the power to tear flesh from bone
H
with a touch.

Okay, so where would the tentacles be coming out?
Surrounding the head.
Do they have suckers on them like octopus tentacles have?
Yeah.
Okay, what else do I need to know about the Vor Martian?
Nobody knows about him.

(gasping) Oh my god, that’s so scary, So just to recap: his tentacles
have the power No, don’t do that. It’s too scary.
You are the one who said it.
It will keep me up all night.
You are the one you said it!

Nobody knows about him?

I t’s too scary. Let’s do another one that is less scary
and demonic.

Nobody has seen him and lived.
Nobody has seen him and lived?? Oh how scary.

One less scary and demonic. So, do I have all the information I need
about the Vor Martain?

He is a terrible monster.

Yeah.

Where does he live?
I t comes from the deepest parts of the
infernal regions.
That is where the Hooded Figure is from too, huh?
It is double as scary as the Hooded Figure.
What can you tell me about its skin? The texture and the markings
and the colors?
Its skin is like armor.

Are you looking at the drawing and is it how you pictured it?
Yeah, make the eye and skin red.
I will make the eye and skin red and I will make the texture of the
skin like armor.
Yeah.
And lots of tentacles.
Yeah.

How so?

I have one last question: is he big or not so big?
I ts skin has the texture and color of blood
stained armor.

It’s Gigantic
Following page:
The Vor Martian
27 × 39 inches

Okay, that’s scary. What color is it?

58
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HANK & CARSON

VOR MARTIAN

Red because it is blood stained.

VOR MARTIAN

Hank
Darwibada

The
Title
Darwibada

Ca rs on
The Darwibada? And what’s it look like?
 umanoid with one gaint eye and five spikes,
H
emanating from its head.
So the eye is in the middle. What are the spikes coming out of it?
They are for defense.
They are for defense. So five spikes are coming out of the eye and
what’s underneath it?
The body.
What’s the shape of the body?
Humanoid.
Is the eye with the five spikes the head?
Yeah.
The bottom part would have arms
and legs?
Yes.
Look at this - is this how you imagined him looking?

VOR MARTIAN

What can you tell me about his temperament, his habitat, what he
eats, and all of that?
 e is a carnivore and he eats other animals. He’s an
H
omnivore.
An omnivore? What does that mean?
A carnivore and an herbivore.
Where does he live? Did you already tell me that?
From: Mars
Text here
Eats: Meat
Text here
and Plants
Color: White,
Text here
Yellow, Red
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On Mars.
What color is he?

63

HANK & CARSON

Yes.

White and yellow and red.
What color is his one eye? Oh, let me guess!
Red.
What should the caption say under the drawing?

THE DARWIBADA

“Native to Mars, Omnivore”.

The Darwibada
17 × 21 inches
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VOR MARTIAN

Martin
Luther
King Jr.
School

VOR MARTIAN

The
Eelinator

Aswan Drawing
Olivia Describing
–
Ms. Johnson’s
5th Grade Class

It has no head. Its face is in its eelshaped body. It has six small squinty
eyes, little nostrils, and a dragon’s
mouth with sharp teeth. It has eight
long tentacles of different sizes.
It lives on the underwater planet of
H2O. Its body is covered in fish scales.
It eats seaweed, and coral. It’s very
gentle unless angered. It’s holding
seaweed in its hands.
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VOR MARTIAN

The Crazy
Woman
from Jupiter
Ronald Drawing
Dayla Describing
–
Ms. Johnson’s
5th Grade Class

She has a circle for her body, and
a circle for her head. She has two
rectangles for arms. Her mouth is
square. Her legs are rectangles
and her feet are oval. Her eyes are
shaped like hearts. Her ears are
triangles. She comes from Jupiter. Her
hair is everywhere on her head. She
flies, she has wings like angels. She has
water-powers. If there was a pool
and it was empty she could fill it up.
Fire comes out of her hands. She
makes fires, and then she puts them
out. There are tubes in her legs and
water comes out of her feet. She eats
rocks, water, flowers and human food.
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Lizet Drawing
Kenyon Describing
–
Ms. Kahn’s 2nd/3rd
Grade Class
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Kangaroo
Alien

It has no head. Its face is in its eelshaped body. It has six small squinty
eyes, little nostrils, and a dragon’s
mouth with sharp teeth. It has eight
long tentacles of different sizes. It
lives on the underwater planet of H2O.
Its body is covered in fish scales.
It eats seaweed, and coral. It’s very
gentle unless angered. It’s holding
seaweed in its hands.

From: Text here
Eats: Text here
Color: Text here

72

73

VOR MARTIAN

Diamond
Monster

Kenyon Drawing
Lizet Describing
–
Ms. Kahn’s 2nd/3rd
Grade Class

It has a big circle head, diamonds
on cheeks. Small eyes. It has a nose
like a letter J. Big circle body with
diamonds. Arms down, two circle legs.
Diamonds on the feet and legs. He
scares people. Diamonds fall off of
him close to the people. Big ears,
diamonds on the ears.
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Bizar Tiv
from
Jupiter
Precilla Drawing
Zaryn Describing
–
Ms. Johnson’s
5th Grade Class

He is big and fat and has a hairy
belly, skinny arms, a small hand with
three fingers, big feet with medium
legs, a medium head, two antennas,
a uni-brow, one eye, big open mouth
with lots of teeth, elf ears.
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Venus From
Venus

Zaryn Drawing
Precilla Describing
–
Ms. Johnson’s
5th Grade Class

Head small, oval small body, fuzzy,
arms medium, one fat arm on each
side of body, three fingers on each
arm. Girl. Hair on one side, long curly.
Two eye brows, short bangs, two
oval eyes, small eyeballs, round nose,
happy smile. Medium long legs with
three toes.

78

79

VOR MARTIAN

Electro

Marshall Drawing
Amillia Describing
–
Ms. Johnson’s
5th Grade Class

He has a slug’s body, big round head
with fluffy hair all around his head.
His hands are made of lava three
centimeters below his head. He has
four feet made of rocks and water,
square eyes, sharp teeth and a creeper
mouth, two horns, and a dot nose.
He lives on Neptune.
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Crazzy

Amillia Drawing
Marshall Describing
–
Ms. Johnson’s
5th Grade Class

He is a tall rectangle, his head is
at the top and is a triangle, his body
is a mouth with lots of sharp teeth,
his face has two dot eyes, a straight
mustache, stick legs, a top hat, and
crazy feet.
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Bighairyman

Diana Drawing
Nori Describing
–
Ms. Kahn’s 2nd/3rd
Grade Class

A triangle head, four eyes, lots of hair,
seven big legs with lots of hair, very
hairy legs, two small arms. It has horns
but they look like cups.
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Loud Music

Nori Drawing
Diana Describing
–
Ms. Kahn’s 2nd/3rd
Grade Class

Oval head, two big eyes, a line body,
four feet, three ears, actually four
ears, four arms, two on each side.
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Akeem
Alien

Nate Drawing
Akeem Describing
–
Ms. Kahn’s 2nd/3rd
Grade Class

It’s green and it has five eyes. Its body
is a triangle. It has fourteen arms,
and fifteen legs. It has a controller in
its hand and is playing video games.
It talks out of its nose. Its nose is
a circle and there is a square around
it. It’s from Akeem Planet, where
water comes out of tubes under the
ground and when it rains acid comes
out. Actually it has twenty legs,
two feet on each leg. Fire comes out
of its feet, so it can fly. There are
long tentacles coming out of its body.
It has ice powers and eats human
flesh. It speaks the Akeem language.
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Big
Daddy

Akeem Drawing
Nate Describing
–
Ms. Kahn’s 2nd/3rd
Grade Class

The head is a big circle. The eyes
are real. There are eight of them.
A big mouth. The nose is square.
It has ninety legs. Triangle teeth.
Comes from Portland.
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Icekanh

Cash Drawing
Yuli Describing
–
Ms. Kahn’s 2nd/3rd
Grade Class

She has ice. Small head, triangle hair,
three eyes, two big arms on each
side, climbs and scratches people. It’s
going to have babies—ice cubes.
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Frankenstein

Yuli Drawing
Cash Describing
–
Ms. Kahn’s 2nd/3rd
Grade Class

Looks creepy. Hair straight up. Four
eyes, two feet, big teeth. Doesn’t
eat food. Speaks English mostly. Has
a shovel to dig with and lives in dirt.

94

95

VOR MARTIAN

Diamond
Alien

Antonio Drawing
Deandre Describing
–
Ms. Johnson’s
5th Grade Class

Diamond on top, two black eyes with
tiny green holes. No teeth in his mouth
that is a straight line. Ice cube body.
Human arms with points on shoulders.
One toe on his two feet. He has pads
on his knees. He lives in snow and ice.
Three scratches on his chest. One scar
on his cheek.
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Mr Tone

Deandre Drawing
Antonio Describing
–
Ms. Johnson’s
5th Grade Class

No nose. Two fingers. Elf ears. He
can fly with pads in his hands that
allow him to float. Thin legs. Has UFO
and two kid aliens. Breathes through
eyes. Doesn’t eat or need food. Left
arm has a hole. Has a dog with one eye
that flies.
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Hairyface

Chance Drawing
Miracelda Describing
–
Ms. Johnson’s
5th Grade Class

It has a square, furry body. It has
three eyes. The face also has fur.
It has two hands and it is holding a
ball in one. Long skinny legs. It is
wearing shorts, but the pants have
no pockets, it doesn’t need to
carry anything.
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Mr
Squigles

Miracelda Drawing
Chance Describing
–
Ms. Johnson’s
5th Grade Class

It has four scars and four small faces
on its face. Big ears like human ears. It
has armor on its chest that has “peace”
written on it. It has wavy hands and
long fingers. It has crazy hair on top on
its head.
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Nikki Minaj
Alien

Styles Drawing
Erica Describing
–
Ms. Kahn’s 2nd/3rd
Grade Class

It’s a heart alien.
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The Alien
Monster
That Lives in
the Sewer
Isaiah Drawing
Gianna Describing
–
Ms. Kahn’s 2nd/3rd
Grade Class

It has two heads and four eyes and
two horns on each head. Body looks
like a mummy. It has arms that have
tissue around them. Legs look like a
monster, which means they have mud
all over them. It has a tail that looks
ugly like a pig’s tail. In its mouth there
is old rotten food, sushi, and a snail.
It has devil feet and horns. Lives in the
sewer. Smells like a rotten egg.
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Stefphie

Aline Drawing
Maria Describing
–
Ms. Johnson’s
5th Grade Class

Round head, big. Nine legs, less big.
Square body. Eyes are small, four.
Long hair, girl. Eye lashes on the eyes.
Sharp teeth. Furry body. It’s from
Mars. Big nose.
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Maria Drawing
Aline Describing
–
Ms. Johnson’s
5th Grade Class
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Grace

Nine legs, long girl hair, six arms, six
eyes, covered in polka dots, except
not on the face, just a square cheek
with dots on it.
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Kid Eater
Eye Watcher

Eriya Drawing
Barry Describing
–
Ms. Kahn’s 2nd/3rd
Grade Class

He has six eyes, sharp teeth, hands,
his hands have eyes, he likes to eat
kids, he watches you.
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Car Eater

Barry Drawing
Eriya Describing
–
Ms. Kahn’s 2nd/3rd
Grade Class

He eats cars. He has abs.
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Hollow

Kiara Drawing
Antwan Describing
–
Ms. Johnson’s
5th Grade Class

He has a person in one tentacle. He has
four tongues. The eyeballs are stuck
on the tongues. He has buildings on his
head. He has magnets inside of him, so
the buildings stick to him.
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Fire

Antwan Drawing
Kiara Describing
–
Ms. Johnson’s
5th Grade Class

Three tentacles for legs. Six arms.
He eats human hearts. Two rows
of teeth. He sees with six eyes. He
lives in fire. His parents are aliens
that can’t feel the fire, so he can’t
feel the fire. He has a piece of his
heart on the inside, and the other
piece on the outside.
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Peri

Sarena Drawing
Cat Describing
–
Ms. Kahn’s 2nd/3rd
Grade Class

Teardrop shape. One eye in the
middle of the face. Little mouth,
smiling teeth on the bottom.
Four round arms with gloves, holding
an umbrella. Bow on top of head,
with ponytail.
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Trenton Lee Stewart, The Composer Is Dead by Lemony Snicket,
The Wildwood Chronicles by Ellis’ husband, Colin Meloy and
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illustrated by Ellis.
		
Hank Meloy is an autistic ten year old and self-described
alienologist. He lives with his family on a farm in Oregon.
KSMoCA (King School Museum of Contemporary Art) is a
contemporary art museum within the walls of a functioning K-8
public school in NE Portland, OR. The multifaceted project was
created by Portland State University professors Lisa Jarrett
and Harrell Fletcher, along with students and faculty from both
Martin Luther King Jr. elementary school and PSU’s College
of the Arts. The project creates an unusual pairing between early
education and internationally renowned artists and their work.
Students at the school learn through experience about
museum practice and careers as they are facilitated through
the roles of curators, installers, publicists, copywriters,
registrars, docents, and artists. KSMoCA re-imagines the way
museums, public schools, and universities shape people, culture,
and perspectives by cultivating a space for art to educate
within and beyond the classroom.
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